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Welcome! 

 

Thank you for choosing to support 
Switch Youth Café! 
 

As a locally run youth charity organisation we rely on funding 
from donations and the help of fundraisers like you to keep up 
the work we do. With your support we can help the young people 
of Maidstone’s personal and social development within a safe 
environment.   

The staff and young people of Switch want to say a big thank 
you for considering fundraising for us and we would love to hear 
about what you get up to. If you want to send us any updates or 
pictures, we will happily spread the word to help make your 
fundraiser an even bigger success.  

We wish you the best of luck in your endeavour and once again 
thank you from both the Switch team and the young people who 
use Switch!   

 



 

About Switch 
 
Switch Youth Café is a registered charity, which 
was established to help the youth of Maidstone 
set up and run a town centre café venue 
specifically oriented for use by young 
people. The need for such a venue was 
primarily driven by the lack of accessible, 
welcoming and affordable facilities for 
young people. 

At Switch we provide: 

 C-Card registration and access 
 Sexual health advice(our local sexual 

health nurse visits at least once a 
month.) 

 Help toquit smoking 
 Education about responsible drinking 

(part of the Don’t Abuse the Booze 
project)and the misuse of drugs.  

 Education about a healthy lifestyle. 
 Work experience and Volunteering opportunities 
 Help with job applications, CV writing and school 

work. 
 Run the Maidstone Youth Forum meeting  
 Staff who we will listen without judging.  
 Tasty, affordable food and drink for young people 

And much more! 

We also provide a venue for other support groups, such as Headroom, 
Safe and Street Pastors. So, if you are looking for a space to rent for a 
group you are part of or as a venue for another purpose, then get in 
contact to discuss the details. 

Email: mark@switchcafe.co.uk   Phone: 01622661885  

 

mailto:mark@switchcafe.co.uk


 

Our charities aims:  

 

1 Inspire and support young people with 
personal and social developmental 
opportunities. Offering, where appropriate, advice and guidance 
while remaining clear that young people should make their own 
decisions on matters affecting their lives.  

2 Work with young people, not for them, placing young people at 
the centre of the organisation, creating a safe environment built 
on mutually respectful relationships and encouraging, but not 
bully, participation.  

3 Promote equality, diversity and inclusiveness in all that we do, as 
well as a healthy and sustainable working environment, ensuring 
all staff, volunteers and young people are safeguarded. 

How can you help us? 

 

There are a number of different ways you can help to support the 
running of the café and its community projects.  

You could volunteer to help at the café or at any events set up by us. You 
could become a trustee of the charity. You could donate specific items we 
request. (For more information visit our website www.switchcafe.co.uk) 

…Or you can help us by raising money for us! 

It’s so easy to do and there are a number of ways to do this: 

 You could sign up for Give As You Live sponsoring us 
 You could attend/contribute to any fundraising events we create 

(such as raffles, quizzes etc.) 
 You could donate via our online donation page 
 Most fun of all…You can set up your own fundraising event!  

Need help? Read on… 



 

What is Give as 

you Live? 

Give as you Live is a 
shopping price comparison 
website, which passes on a 
percentage of the money 
they earn to the charities 
chosen by you.  You can 
shop for products from 
thousands of online 
retailers; use their price 
comparison tool to ensure 
you get the best price and 
use their exclusive deals 
and offers.  

 

Not only can you help by 
organising a fundraising 
event but you can also 
help in a more everyday 
capacity with Give As 
You Live 

     

 

Step 1 

 

Step 2 

 

Step 3 
Compare product prices and 
shop at over 3,600 stored 
via Give as you Live. 

Select a product and click 
‘buy now’ or choose a store 
to ‘shop now’ – youll be 
directed to the store where 
you can make your 
purchase as normal. 

That’s it! You got the best 
price; made your purchase 
through your chosen store 
and raised a free donation 
to our charity. 
Shoping never felt so good! 

 
 



 

Online Fundraising  

 

Our charity is set up to receive donations through 
MyDonate.com. If you follow the link below you 
can create your own sponsorship page linked to 
our charity page, so people can read about our 
charity via your page. 

https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/switchyouthcafe 

Sponsorship: 
Setting up your own sponsorship 
page makes it quick and easy to 
raise support and money from 
friends, family and work 
colleagues. 

It will take less than a minute to 
set up a page and for friends and 
family to donate via that page.  

Sponsorship money is sent directly to us, so you won’t have the hassle of 
collecting pledged money and sending it to us.  

Tips: 

- Remember to personalise your page with photos and the reason why 
you are fundraising for us. 

- Encourage people to donate via your page. The more money people 
see being donated the more likely other people are to donate.  

- Tell everyone you know and don’t be afraid to send reminders. If 
people see how dedicated you are, they will soon give you a 
donation. But remember to make it exciting, so add pictures to 
bring it to life. 

- Don’t forget to thank people for their donations. A public thank you 
shows your appreciation and gets others to think about donating. 

 

This is a great tool for collecting all 
your pledge money or if you 
wanted to do a one off donation, 
as it can be shared via social 
media and allows people to easily 
sponsor you 

https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/switchyouthcafe


 

Fundraising Ideas 

 

- Swear box at work or home 
- Car boot sale 
- Craft sale/fete 
- Cook for friends for free 
- Organise a movie night at home 
- Hold a sing along/carol singing 
- Placing collection boxes in  

your local shop/pub 
- Dress up in a costume 
- Hold a music gig 
- Car wash 
- Talent night 
- Quiz or game night 
- Sports day 

 

 

For something a bit different: 

- Host a ‘TV favourite’ night 
inspired by your favourite TV 
show like The Great British Bake 
 Off, X-Factor or Come Dine With Me 

- Do a sponsored challenge. Is there 
somethingyou’ve always wanted to do 
like sky-diving  

- ‘It’s A Knock-Out’ day. Make a day of 
teambuilding activities to get more 
people involved and have some fun.  

- Job swap – Set a target amount to raise 
and if you get it you can swap roles 
with a colleague or your boss. So you 
could have your boss run errands 
andmake everyone tea for the day! 



 

Don’t forget to promote your event! 

 

Posters and Leaflets 

Promote your event through posters and leaflets in your local area or at 
your school and place of work. Making them will also help get you 
motivated. 

Or you can use our blank Switch posters at the back of this pack as a 
template to get the ball rolling quicker. 

Social Media 

Promote your fundraising page in your e-mail signature, on your 
facebook and twitter, or on ours and we can help your promotion too. 

 

You can also promote our charity 
page by sharing the link to our 
page to friends via facebook, 
twitter, google plus, linked in, 
tumblr and more.This will help as it 
spreadsthe message about our 
charity, not only bringing in money 
but awareness of our charity, 
which makes such a difference. 

 

Update your friends on what you’re 
doing with regular status updates or 
tweets to keep them involved and 
the donations coming in and make 
sure to tag us when talking about 
fundraising for us @switchyouthcafe 
using #FundSwitch 

 

You could make a video of what 
you’re doing and why or video your 

fundraising to show what it’s all about.You could even set up a blog to 
update not only your friends but a wider community! 



 

Hopefully this guide has helped to get you started.  

If you need more information about our charity or want to come and see 
what we do for yourself then you can: 

call us on: 01622661885 

E-mail: mark@switchcafe.co.uk 

Visit our website: www.switchcafe.co.uk 

or visit us at 34A High Street, Maidstone, ME141JH 

 

Thank You 

And Good 

Luck! 

mailto:mark@switchcafe.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 


